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BICKLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL (MID DEVON)

Clerk: Tracy Watkins
bickleighpc@gmail.com     Mobile:  07811938614
Minutes of a Council Meeting held on Tuesday 9th September 2025 at the Bickleigh Village Hall, commencing at 6pm
Present: Cllr’s G Lock (Chair),  L Deprieelle and M Wright
In Attendance:   The Clerk, Ms T Watkins  and Cllr Steven Keable (Devon County Council).  

	169/25

	Apologies 
Cllrs Amanda Somerwill and Caron Wolfenden tendered their apologies.  These were accepted

	170/25
	Declaration of Interest under the Code of Conduct
No declarations under the Code of Conduct were made at this stage of the meeting

	171/25
	Minutes  
The Minutes of the meeting held on the 8th July 2025, having previously been circulated, were adopted as a true record; and were signed by the chair.  PROPOSED: Cllr M Wright.  SECONDED:  Cllr L Deprieelle. RESOLVED

	172/25
	County and District Reports
Cllr Steve Keable (DCC) was in attendance.  Has sent a report and the Clerk will circulate.  New 4 year strategic plan for Devon County Council.  Priority is Children and Young People. 6 priorities (these are in the report).  To build strong relationships with Parishes.  Procedures will be put in place to ban all cell phones for pupils from schools. 


	173/25
	CONSIDERATION OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS- (Council may consider any applications received after the publication of this agenda)
No applications to consider

	174/25
	Correspondence
To consider any correspondence received since the last meeting. No correspondence has been received.

	175/25
	Matters  Arising 
· Approval sought to engage a new internal auditor.  This matter was deffered to next meeting so that all Councillors can have a vote.
· Approval sought for Clerk to purchase Windows if not present with the current Gmail account.  Approved.  PROPOSED: Cllr Lock SECONDED: Cllr M Wright. RESOLVED.
· Approval sought to move across to .gov email accounts asap.  CloudNext can provide email addresses at a cost of £59.99 per year. Cllr L Deprieelle will investigate if website provider can create them.  Defer to next meeting.
· To discuss and approve start times for future meetings.  Leave meetings at 6pm.  After discussion with Councillors present it was decided that the 6pm start would remain.
· Cllr Lock will go onto the planning portal to see what applications that are on the portal at the moment for the village so that these can be discussed.
· Silverton magazine – some people want some content to go into it.  Cllr Lock will action this.


	176/25
	Public Question Time
Up to 3 minutes Public Question Time for members of the public to bring forward any issues not on the agenda (where a matter is already on the agenda members of the public will be given an opportunity to speak when that item is considered, within the framework of the Council’s standing orders). Where a decision is required, the issue will be placed on the following agenda.
No members of the public were present 

	177/25
	Community Engagement
· It was noted that the fence on the bend has been smashed in.  Cllr Wright has moved the broken fence as it was a hazard. Probably owned by Highways.
· Members of the public have commented on the state of the Trout Inn.  Cables hanging everywhere.  Someone living in a caravan.  Cllr Wright will report on the DCC portal as representative of the Parish Council.

	178/25
	Accounts for Payment and financial update/Bank Problems – to discuss distribution of accounts to Clerk to report financial matters at meetings whilst she has no access to the bank account. It is believed that Cllrs Wolfeden and Somerwill have read access to the bank account so Clerk to request statements from them for the next meeting.
· To RESOLVE to APPROVE the changes to the bank account mandate.  Clerk to be added as full signatory and have access to on-line banking.  To add Ms Watkins to the bank account and remove Mr John Vanderwolfe.  PROPOSED:  Cllr G Lock (Chair)  SECONDED:  Cllr L Deprieelle  RESOLVED.


	179/25
	Joan’s   Orchard - update.  Nothing to report at the moment.


	180/25
	Clerks Update
New laptop is now loaded with Windows and Clerk has access to the Bickleigh email account.  Still awaiting details for the website.
Clerk has contacted HMRC and is working through with them and the previous Clerk to add her to the account.
The free HMRC payroll system has been installed and will be linked to HMRC once details have moved across.
Minutes from this meeting will be sent to Santander once completed as part of the application to add new clerk to the bank mandate.


	181/25
	Repairs, Renewals, Lengthsman and Section 106
Lengthsman to mend gate to orchard.  Allotment gate was due to be mended.  Cllrs to draw up a list of jobs for lengthsman to do.
S106 quote to go in from Cllr L Deprieelle.

	182/25
	EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC (Part B)-To agree that the press and public be excluded from the meeting. Pursuant to Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, and having regard to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, to consider and agree that the Press and Public be excluded from the Meeting for the following item(s) of business


	183/25
	Close of meeting
Meeting closed at 19:00pm

	184/25
	Date of the Next Meeting:  
Tuesday 11th November 2025 @ 6pm in the Village Hall




Chair ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date     ---------------------------------------------------------------
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