

BICKLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL (MID DEVON)

Clerk: John Vanderwolfe FSLCC Chartered MCIPD

johnvw@tiscali.co.uk     Mobile:  07715234959
Minutes of a Council Meeting held on Tuesday 8th October2024 at the Bickleigh Village Hall, commencing at 6pm
Present: Cllr’s A Somerwill (Chair), L Deprieelle,  M Wright  and C Wolfenden 
In Attendance:   Cllr M Squires (Devon County Council) and Cllr R Roberts (Mid Devon District Council)
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	Apologies 
Cllr M Wright, Cllr G Lock, and the Clerk, Mr J Vanderwolfe

	99
	Declaration of Interest under the Code of Conduct
No Declarations of Interest, under the Code of Conduct were made at this stage of the meeting.

	100
	Minutes  
The Minutes of the meeting held on the 13th August 2024, having previously been circulated, were adopted as a true record; and were signed by the chair.
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	Public Period 

No public present 

	102
	Community Engagement

The clerk had forwarded a template of a grant form which members decided to adopt. Interested groups can now be given to come forward at an agreed time each year if they wish to apply for funding 
The Harvest Home had been extremely successful, and consequently did not require funding. A substantial donation from the raffle held that evening would go to a charity, believed to be Farms for City Children.
A vote of thanks to Cllr M Wright for erecting the speed awareness signs around the parish, and to Cllr C Wolfenden for clearing out the village notice board
Cllr L Deprieelle spoke about the idea of the community allotment and will investigate what process needs to happen to move this project forward. The idea would be raised with Mr White, chair of the recreation committee. If agreed, then a group would need to be formed. 

Concerns that the access gate to the recreation ground is overgrown and cannot be used. Cllr Wolfenden agreed to contact Wendy Humphries on this matter.
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	County and District Reports
 Cllr M Squires stated that the Highway and Traffic committee had discussed both cycle and walking routes across Devon. A bridge over the motorway to connect the Culm Valley village had been discussed as well as potential routes between Tiverton and Tiverton Parkway train station; and also, between Ufculme and Willand. Members felt that the route between Tiverton and Bickleigh should be included. There were further discussions regarding the disused footbridge in Bickleigh, that if reinstated would create a circular walking route.

There is a need for more foster carers across Mid Devon. 

Cllr R Roberts was concerned about the possible impact to some pensioners due to the change in eligibility for the warm home discount. He made the point that assistance may still be available for people receiving pension credit. The point was also made about the availability of the Bickleigh Benevolent Fund.  The Government are looking to increase the amount of new housing in the area, especially affordable housing. MDDC are, he stated, confident that they can meet their targets for this. Reforms to National Planning are on the cards, as is a rise in application fee costs. Cullompton train station is on hold at present; but he feels confident that it will be built in the future due to the number of planned dwellings in the area
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	Accounts for Payment and Payment Process
We are still experiencing problems with the building society. The on-line payments have not yet been set up despite repeated phone calls by the clerk. The clerk has been in communicating with the chair on this matter.

	105
	Planning 
Chair had been approached by a parishioner who was concerned about why planning permission had been granted for a specific site. Cllr Roberts advised that they should contact the planning department with the specific query. 

	106
	Motion regarding addressing the leader of the council

It was proposed by Cllr Wolfenden, seconded by Cllr Deprieelle that all further verbal and written addresses would be as CHAIR. The motion was carried.
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	Joan’s   Orchard
We are still waiting for one signature to proceed with the transfer of this land to the Parish Council. Chair to draft a letter to all parties involved stating current position and making the point that we cannot continue if there are any objections to the transfer of this land.

	108
	Update on Repairs/renewals/Lengthsman/Highways and Section 106
Our new Lengthsman is now ready to start his duties. The chair will arrange a start date with him. Cllr Deprieelle will meet with him to discuss areas of works to be undertaken.
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	Next Meeting : Tuesday 8th December 2024 at 6pm



Chair ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date     ---------------------------------------------------------------

Bickleigh Parish Council 

