

BICKLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL (MID DEVON)

Clerk: John Vanderwolfe FSLCC Chartered MCIPD

johnvw@tiscali.co.uk     Mobile:  07715234959
Minutes of the Council Meeting held at the Bickleigh Village Hall on Tuesday 11th February 2020, commencing at 7pm
Present: Cllr’s M Turner (Chairperson ),  C Williams and A Somerwill

In Attendance: Mr J Vanderwolfe (Clerk), Cllr M Squires and 11 members of the public 
Absent: Cllr R Deed.
	061
	Apologies

An apology was received from Cllr M Wright, which was accepted.


	062
	Declarations of Interest

No Declarations of Interest under the Code of Conduct were made.


	063
	Minutes
The Minutes of the meeting held on the 10th December   2019 were adopted as a true record; and were signed by the chairperson.


	064
	Matters Arising
The clerk informed the meeting that Mr Maynard was willing to take on the position of Parish Lengthsman.
The Recreation Field Committee would like a member of the council to serve on their committee. Unfortunately their meeting clashed this evening with ours. 



	065
	County Council Report 

Cllr Squires informed the meeting that the county council would be deciding their budget for the forthcoming financial year next week. Social Services, adult and child care were all areas that were very costly. Part of the reason for that is the fact that young people now have to be supported until they are 25 years old. She was ordering some small cards for distribution which gave a number of important telephone and email contact details on them. A number of trees affected by Ash dieback disease within the parish would need to be cut down, however they would be replaced. This is scheduled to take place in March and will require a road closure during the day. Concerns were expressed that the closure times should avoid the morning and early evening school runs. Residents were also concerned that on a previous occasions the work had been undertaken at night. This had resulted in vehicles with flashing lights causing a disturbance. Cllr Squires responded by stating that this work would be done during daylight hours. There was a question as to whether the broken fencing could be dealt with at the same time. She was also informed that the village sign on the Tiverton side was damaged and that the village centre sign was confusing because it did not state Bickleigh village centre. Potholes should be reported on the highway website. The potholes, if large enough, are normally dealt with within five working days. Sadly, due to the recent heavy rain the number of potholes throughout the county has increased, and it is difficult to keep up with. There was a question regarding the road sweeper ad whether it could clean the road near the Castle. The clerk stated he would look in to this and report back to the owner of the castle.

	066
	District Council Report

No report received 



	067
	Democratic Period 
The principle theme of this session was a planning application to remove a number of conditions that had been imposed on a recent planning application at Cleave Barton. It was felt by a number of residence that the conditions were necessary, that they had been put in place following a risk assessment and scrutiny. A resident stated that any changes would be totally unacceptable. The extension of hours or live music would, she felt, have a negative impact on the area. She also stated that she felt there had been breaches already of the conditions and that this matter had been reported to the enforcement officer. The resident stated that if this application was granted she would not be able to open her windows during wedding events. A number of residents also spoke about their concerns on this application and hoped that the parish council would take the strong feelings of residents into consideration when deliberating on it later in the meeting. Other concerns expressed included their view of the  dangerous road access to and from the site
A resident asked why Councillor Deed was not present at recent meetings and what the rules were around councillors attending meetings. The clerk informed the meeting that under the Local Government Act of 1972 the council could only dismiss an elected member if they failed to attend, or have an apology accepted for a six month period. 



	068
	Planning
a) 19/02116/Full Cleave Barton: Removal of conditions 3 and 6 of 19/00304/Full ad variation of condition 5. It was felt that the conditions imposed were made for important environmental reasons. The Council cannot see any justification in removing these conditions as there would appear not to be any changes in the circumstances which led to these conditions being imposed, therefore Bickleigh Parish Council cannot support this application. 
b) 19/02132/Full Exeland, Bickleigh: Conversion of a barn to dwelling. There are concerns at the proximity of this proposed development to an adjacent animal shed. Reference was made to the environmental report associated with this report.
c) 20/00124/CAT Old School, Bickleigh: Trim and reshape 1 Larch tree by 1 metre and remove dead branches within a Conservation Area.

	069
	Determinations 

19/01954/Cat Cleave Barton: Remove 4 Poplar trees within a Conservation Are. No objection

	070
	Accounts for Payment 
The following accounts were agreed for payment: Salaries £ and CPRE £35.00


	071
	Financial Update

Members had been circulated with a balance sheet as of 10th February 2020 0f £15,155.38. 


	072
	Repairs and renewals 
Cllr Williams reported that the new notice board was now in place and the redundant ones removed. The door of the former telephone box had gone away to be repaired. 


	073
	Highway Matters

It was felt that this had been covered under other items during the meeting.



	074
	Matters of Urgency

No matters brought forward 



	075
	Closing of Meeting
The meeting was closed at 8.03pm


	076
	Next Meeting 

Tuesday 10th March 2020 at 7pm



Chair ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date     ---------------------------------------------------------------

Bickleigh Parish Council 

