

BICKLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL (MID DEVON)

Clerk: John Vanderwolfe FSLCC Chartered MCIPD

johnvw@tiscali.co.uk     Mobile:  07715234959
Minutes of the Council Meeting held virtually (Zoom) on the 8th September  2020 commencing at 6pm.
Present: Cllr’s M Turner (Chairperson ),  C Williams, A Somerwill  and  M Wright 
In Attendance: Mr J Vanderwolfe (Clerk) 
	130
	Apologies

Apologies were noted from Cllr R Deed and Cllr M Squires who were having technical difficulties getting into the Zoom meeting.


	131
	Declarations of Interest

No Declarations of Interest under the Code of Conduct were made.


	132
	Minutes
The Minutes of the meeting held on the 14th July, having been previous circulated, were adopted as a true record.


	133
	Matters Arising
Cllr M Wright asked if meetings would continue with Zoom, or whether we could return to meetings at the Village Hall. The clerk responded by stating that at present the advice was to continue with virtual meetings unless there was a real reason for face to face meetings. 
Cllr Wright was concerned that highways had waited for the tourist season to resume before implementing road closures that caused major disruption.

	134
	County Council Report 

Please note response received regarding point made in minute 133
I have had a conversation with the Neighbourhood Highways Officer and he has explained to me that the recent works up over the hill to resurface by their very nature needed to be done in good weather/temperature conditions.

	135
	District Council Report 

The District's Local Plan was approved at Full Council on 29th July.  Regarding Planning, the Government have issued a white paper on a new Planning approach, which could have significant effect on the planning process.  However, it is early days and change may be made to the initial proposals.

GESP (a joint collaborative approach to large scale planning), between East Devon District Council, Exeter City Council, Mid Devon District Council and Teignbridge District Council, is no more, after East Devon DC voted to withdraw.  As Leader of MDDC, I supported the concept of GESP and I am Chair of the Leader's Group of Exeter, Mid Devon and Teignbridge.  Cabinet, at Mid Devon, recommended to Full Council that MDDC similarly withdraw.  At Full Council, I proposed an amendment that supported the continuance of the GESP concept though continued collaboration.  My amendment was passed, at Full Council by 25 votes to 10.

Since May 2019, when I became Leader of MDDC, I wanted the Conservative Group to join the Cabinet.  They have now joined the Cabinet and the Liberal Democrats Group are no longer represented on the Cabinet."


	136
	Democratic Period 
No requests had been made to join the meeting or to ask questions.


	137
	Planning
20/01346 House , 2 Bell Lane, Bickleigh.  Single storey extension, installation of dormer window to rear and solar panels to front. Support

20/01142/Full Twin Oaks, Bickleigh: Erection of extension to general agricultural building: Support


	138
	Determinations 

The application for agricultural access at Jenny’s portion had been approved


	139
	Accounts for Payment 
The following accounts were agreed for payment: Zurich £215.66, SW Ambulance £2160 and Salaries £858


	140
	Financial Update 

Financial Assets £15,285.51 plus Vat to be claimed back of £842.87

	141
	Repairs and renewals 
 Cllr Wright was pleased to announce that work to the former payphone box was now well underway. He would donate some wood for the shelving.


	142
	Highway Matters

Cllr C Williams had forwarded maps of local drains to highways, but to date had not received a response. Whilst some gullies had been cleared there had been some problems accessing some of them because a landowner had refused entry onto his land.  He mentioned some wells that needed some renovation, for which it was hoped that S106 funding might be used. He would present further details at a future meeting.
The defibrillator would shortly be installed. The cost included training. 

Cllr A Somerwill was trying to find out when the next meeting of the Recreation Field Committee would be held so that expenditure could be discussed. It was understood that possibly there was only one trustee in situ at the present time.



	143
	Bickleigh Bridge Weir
It was agreed that would be invited to attend the next meeting 

	144
	Matters of Urgency

The clerk would investigate as to whether Joan’s Orchard could be registered as a Community Asset. 


	128
	Closing of Meeting
The meeting was closed at 6.40pm


	129
	Next Meeting  Tuesday 13th October at 6pm (Virtual) 



Item for Next Meeting: Wells in the Parish and presentation on Bickleigh Weir 
Chair ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date     ---------------------------------------------------------------

Bickleigh Parish Council 

