

BICKLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL (MID DEVON)

Clerk: John Vanderwolfe FSLCC Chartered MCIPD

johnvw@tiscali.co.uk     Mobile:  07715234959
Minutes of the Council Meeting held in the Bickleigh Village Hall on Tuesday 12th October 2021, commencing at 6pm
Present: Cllr’s,M Wright, A Somerwill   and R Deed 
In Attendance: Mr J Vanderwolfe (Clerk) and Cllr M Squires
	269
	Apologies

An apology had been received from Cllr C Williams; which was accepted.


	270
	Declarations of Interest

There were no Declarations of Interest under the Code of Conduct at this stage of the meeting


	271
	Election of Chairman 

Agreed to deal with this item at the next meeting. The acting chairman asked that a vote of thanks be recorded for the services given to the council by Mrs Turner, who had recently resigned from the council due to work commitments.


	272
	Minutes
The Minutes of the meeting held on the 13th July 2021 were adopted as a true record.


	273
	Matters Arising
The clerk had obtained some footpath waymarks for Cllr Wright. DCC had also forwarded the Parish Paths Partnership agreement which was signed by the clerk and the elected members. 


	274
	Democratic Period 
The clerk had received correspondence regarding a parking issue which he had dealt with in conjunction with our highways officer.


	275
	Accounts for Payment

No accounts for payment


	276
	Frequency of Meetings

It was agreed that the council would meet bi-monthly instead of monthly, with meetings for the remainder of the councils year being in November, January and March


	277
	Repairs and Renewals 

Cllr M Wright informed the meeting that it was hoped that the former telephone box would shortly be restored to its former glory.


	278
	County Report 

Cllr M Squires had forwarded a written report to members prior to the meeting. She had informed members of the reopening of the Dartmoor Line from next month after nearly 50 years. A new station is being built at Marsh Barton, with another station to be built at Edinswell on the Newton Abbot to Torquay line. Applications have been made under the restoring your railway to reopen Cullompton and to restore the line between Bere Alston and Tavistock. 
The 2020/21 Devon recycling statistics showed a decrease from the previous year’s 56.6% to 55.3%. This reduction was lined to the household waste recycling centres having been closed for seven weeks during the first lockdown. The highest performing recycling district is East Devon (60%), with MID Devon coming in at fifth place (53.7%). The lowest area was Exeter 927.8%)

Cllr Squires is now the reprehensive for CHAT (Churches Housing Action Team) The foodbanks in  Tiverton, Cullompton and Crediton   are run by CHAT. Chat offer housing support, tenancy support and the debt and money advice service.
The Highway and traffic Management Service are experiencing difficulties recruiting staff and are currently operating with 33 vacancies from a total workforce of 240. This of course is putting added pressure on the remaining workforce.

A package of measures was recently agreed which will help to recruit and retain qualified social workers.


	279
	MDDC Report 

Cllr R Deed provided the meeting with an update regarding MDDC. There were significant vacancies at present, and the council was having the same difficulties as other organisations in recruiting and retaining staff. 



	280
	Highways
Cllr Williams provided the meeting with a written report in which he stated that despite advertising extensively no one had come forward to take up the vacant position of Parish Lengthsman. He however reported that he had received an assurance from DCC that the drains and gutters at the top of Bickleigh Hill have been added to their work schedule and will in future receive an annual jetting; which hopefully will keep them clear and avoid problems lower down the hill during periods of heavy rain. The recently completed road surfacing on Bickleigh Hill should also help in this regard as surface water will be directed towards the drain below the grassy triangle. Cllr Williams also stated that he had arranged for the builders currently working on Bickleigh House to clear the site around the well at the bottom of the hill. He has contacted a couple of landscape companies to provide suggestions and costings for improvements to Orchard, the area by the former telephone box and the area adjacent to the well at the bottom of the hill 
South West Ambulance Service will be providing defibrillator training to anyone interested in the village hall on the 30th November at 10am.



	281
	Planning 
 Planning applications  for the conversion of two storey barns to residential annex 921/01713/LBC and 01709/Full was discussed. It was agreed not to provide a comment on these applications


	282
	Correspondence

A survey being conducted by the Raddon Hill Group had been circulate and would be completed by Cllr Wright. It was agreed that Cllr R Deed would be our representative on this group.


	283
	Next Meeting 
The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 9th November 2021 at 6pm



I
Chair ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date     ---------------------------------------------------------------

Bickleigh Parish Council 

