

BICKLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL (MID DEVON)

Clerk: John Vanderwolfe FSLCC Chartered MCIPD

johnvw@tiscali.co.uk     Mobile:  07715234959
Minutes of the Council Meeting held virtually (Zoom) on the 10th November 2020 commencing at 6pm.
Present: Cllr’s M Turner  (Chairperson ), M Wright,  A Somerwill, C Williams  and  R Deed 
In Attendance: Mr J Vanderwolfe (Clerk) and Cllr M Squires
	161
	Apologies

None Received


	162
	Declarations of Interest

No Declarations of Interest under the Code of Conduct were made.


	163
	Minutes
The Minutes of the meeting held on the 13th October, having been previous circulated, were adopted as a true record.


	164
	Matters Arising
Cllr A Somerwill reported on the Recreation Ground meeting. The clerk had also attended the AGM part of the meeting. They had a full committee and were, she reported, very proactive. They had obtained some grants and were looking at using the S106 funding to have a larger pavilion built. Cllr M Squires agreed to contribute £2k towards this project. They had stated that they would wish for the pavilion to be used by the whole community.


	165
	Democratic Period 

No items

	166
	Accounts for Payment

Resolved to pay £20 to the RBL Poppy Appeal for the wreath that had been laid on Remembrance Day. The clerk is still awaiting a response from the bank to the papers sent several week ago.


	167
	Repairs and Renewals 

Cllr Wright reported that whilst he understood that several items had been ordered for the refurbishment of the former phone box no works had recently taken place. He stated that he would chase the contractor over the next few days.


	168
	County Council Report
Cllr Squires explained that there had been many delays to highway works due to restrictions imposed by Covid-19. Where normally two personnel had travelled in a vehicle to a site, this was not possible due to the social distancing rules. She normally was able to travel around with the highway officer and look at problem areas, but of course had not been able to do this during the pandemic.



	169
	District Council Report
Cllr Deed stated that a motion had been put to the MDDC objecting to the way in which female staff and councillors were treated. Whilst no precise evidence had so far been given, the council were taking the issue seriously, and were looking into the matter. 

In the past MDDC had supported three Syrian families; and he was pleased to inform the meeting that it had been agreed to support a further five families.

A public space order is being looked at which would limit the number of dogs that one person can exercise at a time. 

Finally, he stated that the council would be looking at their budgets for next year. There is a £3m shortfall at present. A great deal of funds had been lost by leisure centres being closed and less revenue from carparks.

	170
	Highways
Cllr Williams stated that he was extremely disappointed that no one from the highway section of Devon County Council had responded to him following him sending out details of the parish drains back in the early summer. Whilst understanding the problems compounded by Covid-19, he felt that they could at least have acknowledged his report. The clerk agreed that he would contact the highway officer on the matter.


	171
	Planning 

There were no planning applications to be dealt with at this meeting 



	172
	Determinations

Members noted that the following planning applications had been passed by MDDC

· 2 Bell Meadow: Single storey extension 

· Twin Oaks, Bickleigh: Extension to agricultural building



	173
	Correspondence

All applicable correspondence had been forwarded to members via email during the month.



	174
	Items of Urgency

Cllr Somerwill stated that the church was unable to permit the normal carol singing through the village and wondered if the parish council could sanction it. It was agreed that it would not be correct for the council to become involved with this activity. It may well be that nearer the festive period that some restrictions will be lifted, permitting groups of people to possibly become involved in such an activity.


	175
	Next Meeting 

The meeting was closed at 6.40pm.

The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 8th December at 6pm and will be a virtual meeting.


I
Chair ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date     ---------------------------------------------------------------

Bickleigh Parish Council 

