

BICKLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL (MID DEVON)

Clerk: John Vanderwolfe FSLCC Chartered MCIPD

johnvw@tiscali.co.uk     Mobile:  07715234959
Minutes of the Council Meeting held in the Bickleigh Village Hall on Tuesday 11th January 2022 commencing at 6pm
Present: Cllr’s C Williams, M Wright   and R Deed 
In Attendance: Mr J Vanderwolfe (Clerk) and Cllr M Squires
	284
	Election of Chairman

Cllr C Williams was proposed by Cllr M Wright and seconded by Cllr R Deed. There were no other applicants, therefore Cllr Williams was elected chairman. He then signed the declaration of office; witnessed by the clerk.

	285
	Apologies

An apology had been received from Cllr A Somerwill, which was accepted


	286
	Declarations of Interest

There were no Declarations of Interest under the Code of Conduct at this stage of the meeting


	287
	Minutes
The Minutes of the meeting held on the 12th October 2021 were adopted as a true record.


	288
	Matters Arising
There were no matters arising 

	289
	Democratic Period 
The clerk had received a number of telephone calls from a gentleman asking about the ownership of the car park opposite the Trout Inn. Following emails with MDDC it had been determined that the car park was in private ownership; therefore the owners were entitled to close the car park if they wished.


	290
	Co-option of Councillor to fill Casual Vacancy

The clerk informed the meeting that he had received an application to fill the casual vacancy from a Mr Christopher Ingles who lived in the village. Resolved that his application be accepted. The clerk would write to him and arrange for him to make the Declaration of officer and complete the Register of Interest.

	291
	Accounts for Payment
It was agreed that the following accounts would be paid: Zurich Insurance £215.66, Royal British Legion £20.00 and Devon Valley Fabrications £3,881.34.


	292
	Financial Update 
The financial update had been circulated prior to the meeting and was agreed.



	293
	Clerk’s Salary

Resolved that the clerk’s salary would be based on the recommendations provided by the Society of Local Council Clerks and the National Association of Local Councils, who recommended a minimum of 17.5 hours a month if the council met every other month. It was agreed that salary scale 14 would be used. 

	294
	Budget and Precept 

The clerk had prepared a draft budget, which had been circulated prior to the meeting. 

It was agreed that the budget for the year commencing 1st April 2022 would be set at £4, 275 and that the precept demand would be £4,200. The D rate would be £36.40, which is an increase of 7p per year. 


	295
	Repairs and Renewals 

Cllr Wright was pleased to inform the meeting that the former telephone box had now been fully restored and was in use. The chairman proposed a vote of thanks and stated that there had been many positive comments on the work undertaken.


	296
	County Report 

Cllr M Squires stated that at present the County Council were busy preparing the budget for the forthcoming year. There was a massive shortage of social workers at present, and the County Council is looking in to ways of recruiting and retaining these staff



	297
	MDDC Report 

Cllr Deed outlined the purpose of the parish review which is taking place throughout the district. Options that could be considered include merging, altering, abolishing or renaming a council. The number of councillors could be reviewed or the grouping of parishes to form a group.
Preparations are already in hand for HM the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. Parishes might like to organise a party or light a beacon. 

MDDC had agreed a number of policies including their customer care and complaints policy. There is also a 2022/23 budget update report and modular build schemes for both Tiverton and Cullompton. 

	298
	Highways
Cllr Williams stated that Bickleigh Bridge had recently been hit again by a vehicle. He was looking at trying to recruit a new parish Lengthsman following the retirement of the present occupier of this post. There was a chance that the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme could be used in conjunction with this position. 
Some work had been undertaken on a well in the village 

It was suggested that benches and a picnic table could be purchased using S106 funding.

	299
	Planning 
 Bethany, Bell Meadow: Top three branches from main trunk of a Fir tree (TPO). (Application 21/02389/TPO) : Support 
Wills Farm: Extension of existing chimney and installation of new wood burner (application 21/02373/House & 21/02375/LBC) : Support



	300
	Parish Review 
It was agreed that the council would suggest adjusting the boundary to the north and north east side of the parish so as to cross the River Exe further upstream and thereby including Bickleigh Bridge, the Trout Inn and the Recreation Ground within the parish boundaries. This would remove a number of existing anomalies. The Council also wishes to suggest the merger of Bickleigh and Cadeleigh parishes. Cadeleigh at present is a Parish Meeting rather than a Parish Council It is felt that this would improve their parish governance.


	301
	Next Meeting 
The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 8th March 2022 at 6pm
It was agreed that the meeting would look at possibly changing the meetings beyond that date to accommodate Cllr Deed.




I
Chair ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date     ---------------------------------------------------------------

Bickleigh Parish Council 

