

BICKLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL (MID DEVON)

Clerk: John Vanderwolfe FSLCC Chartered MCIPD

johnvw@tiscali.co.uk     Mobile:  07715234959
Minutes of the Annual Council Meeting held on Wednesday 15th May 2024 at the Bickleigh Village Hall, commencing at 6pm
Present: Cllr’s A Somerwill (Chair), L Deprieelle,  M Wright, G Lock and C Wolfenden 
In Attendance:  Clerk (Mr J Vanderwolfe) ,   Cllr M Squires (DCC) and seven  members  of the public.
	62
	Election of Chairman 

Cllr A Somerwill was elected as Chairman, and signed her declaration of acceptance of office; witnessed by the Proper Officer.

	63
	Election of Vice-Chairman 

Cllr G Lock was elected as Vice-Chairman.

	64
	Appointment to Outside Bodies 

Bickleigh Charities  : Cllr C Wolfenden, Mr C Williams and P Tompson
Village Recreation Ground: Cllr A Somervill

Village Hall: Cllr L Deprieelle

Devon Association of Local Councils: Vacant

	65

	Apologies 
No apologies received.

	66
	Declaration of Interest under the Code of Conduct
Cllr Somerwill declared an interest in a payment being made to her in item 75. 

	67
	Minutes of 12th March 2024
The Minutes of the meeting held on the 12th March 2024, having previously been circulated, were adopted as a true record; and were signed by the chairman.

	68
	Matters Arising
 A date for an inspection with the highway’s Officer was still to be confirmed. Cllr Squires to arrange.

	69
	Annual Governance Statement
The Annual Governance Statement was approved 

	70
	Accounting Statement

The Accounting Statement was approved

	71
	Certificate of Exemption –AGAR 2023/24

Resolved that as both income and expenditure was below the £25,000  ceiling limit, that this Council issues a Certificate of Exemption to the External Auditor 

	72
	Public Period 

A member of the public asked about a possible infringement of planning conditions on a property on Church Green. It was explained that it is often to determine this during the construction phase; however she could contact the Enforcement Officer at MDDC.

	73
	Community Engagement

A number of signs had been designed by local children. More information would be shared at the Annual Parish Meeting.

	74
	County and District Reports
 Cllr M Squires informed the meeting that more funds was being made available for the repairs to potholes and drains. John Hart, who has been leader of Devon County Council for a number of years is standing down this month from this position. There are over 800 children in care in Devon at present.

	75
	Accounts for Payment and Payment Process
Following Accounts agreed for payment: Devon Association of Local Councils £116.72 and Mrs Somerwill £11.23.

Financial Assets £17,421.17
It was agreed that the clerk would apply for on-line banking which would save the need to write out cheques. Prior to making any payments he would contact members for authority to issue the payment. Payments can then be checked via statements and the on-line facility. The chairman agreed to update the Business Risk Assessment document to take this into consideration. 

	76
	Planning 
No planning to deal with for this meeting 

	77
	Joan’s   Orchard
Chairman informed the meeting that whilst she had obtained the written permission of one land owner she was awaiting a response from two others. Cllr M Wright had contacted a solicitor who could be engaged once  the permissions had been obtained.

	78
	Update on Repairs/renewals/Lengthsman/Highways and Section 106
Cllr Wright was thanked for repairs to the village sign.

Mr Taylor had repaired a bench and was going to offer it back to the village 
Concerns expressed at the lack of response to reported drain problems in the village. Clerk would contact Cllr Squires on this matter. (She had left meeting early to attend another parish).

	79
	Correspondence 

Relevant correspondence is emailed to members as appropriate.

	80
	Closing of Meeting 

The chairman declared the business of the council closed at 7.10pm


	81
	Next Meeting : Tuesday 13th August 2024 at 6pm



Chair ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date     ---------------------------------------------------------------

Bickleigh Parish Council 

