

BICKLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL (MID DEVON)

Clerk: John Vanderwolfe FSLCC Chartered MCIPD

johnvw@tiscali.co.uk     Mobile:  07715234959
Minutes of the Council meeting held on Tuesday 12th March 2024 at the Bickleigh Village Hall
Present: Cllr’s A Somerwill (Chair), L Deprieelle,  M Wright and C Wolfenden 
In Attendance:  Clerk (Mr J Vanderwolfe) , Cllr R Roberts (MDDC) , Cllr M Squires (DCC) and one member of the public.
	45
	Apologies 
An apology had been received from Cllr G Lock

	46
	Declaration of Interest under the Code of Conduct
No Declarations of Interest were made at this stage of the meeting.

	47
	Minutes
The Minutes of the meeting held on the 12th December 2023, having previously been circulated, were adopted as a true record; and were signed by the chairman. Noted that minute 40 should be headed as Joan’s not Janes Orchard.

	48
	Matters Arising
 The clerk stated that he understood that the wrong speed indication sign had been changed.

	49
	Public Period 

A question was asked about who was responsible bus shelters in the village. This was confirmed as being Mid Devon District Council. 
Question regarding building compliance. This is the responsibility of Mid Devon District Council. You can look up a planning application that has been granted on their portal and find out what conditions were imposed when granted.

	50
	Community Engagement

Following local consultation it had been agreed to have a competition to design an effective sign asking vehicles to slow down. Investigations had shown that a company could provide A3 signs at a cost of £77.59 each. Agreed to set aside a budget of £400 for this project. Cllr M Squires warned members that such signs must not be placed on highway furniture 
Cllr Deprieelle wanted to plant wild flowers on the road borders of the Tiverton Road. She had been informed that Tiverton Town Council were responsible for that. The clerk replied that whilst Tiverton Council paid MDDC for grass cutting, the responsibility lay with Devon County Council.

	51
	County and District Reports
Cllr Squires informed the meeting that the County Council budget had now been set. There had been a need to increase the contribution for adult and children’s services. There is a need for more foster parents to come forward as there are at present some 900 children in care.  Cllr Squires was informed of the drains being blocked on the Cullompton Lane and also neat the old Reading Rooms. It was agreed that a day would be arranged for a walk around the village with our highway officer to point out the various defects.
Cllr R Roberts informed the meeting that MDDC would be increasing its budget by 2.99%. MDDC are to invest in housing. The 3 Rivers company will cease trade on the 31st March 2024. Cllr Roberts went on to talk about the new devolution authority which will see some powers handed down from central government to principle authorities. 

	52
	Finances 
The clerk was pleased to inform the meeting that Santander had now dealt with our application and that he would soon be able to view transactions on-line. The balances as of 12th March 2024 were £12,517.00.

	53
	Business Risk Assessment Review 
Members reviewed the annual risk assessment. It was agreed that if we were to go forward with being able to make payments on line some security measures needed to be put in place. The clerk would ask the bank if they did a double banking system.  The chairman would look into making adjustments to the risk register to accommodate this.

	54
	Planning 
No planning to deal with for this meeting 

	55
	Allotment Provision 
Cllr L Deprieelle was in communication with the playfield committee in respect of being permitted to have a piece of waste land as a community garden. She asked the clerk what charges Tiverton Town Council made for their plots. He agreed to email her that detail



	56
	Jones  Orchard
Whist permission to transfer the land to the parish council had been agreed in writing by one owner of the land there was a legal requirement to also get the permission in writing of the other owners before any transfer could take place.  Cllr Wright and the Clerk did not feel that email would be sufficient, because it could be faked.

	57
	Update on Repairs/renewals/Lengthsman/Highways and Section 106
This item had been dealt with earlier in the meeting.

	58
	Correspondence 

Nil

	59
	Future Meetings 
The clerk informed the meeting that the Local Government Act of 1972 required that the Annual Council Meeting be held in May. 

Wednesday 15th May Annual Council Meeting 2024
Tuesday 13th August 

Tuesday 8th October 

Tuesday 10th December
Tuesday 11th February 2025

Tuesday 6th  May Annual Council Meeting 2025
The 2024 Annual Parish Meeting would take place on Wednesday 15th May 2024 at 7pm

	60
	Closing of Meeting 

The chairman declared the business of the council closed at 7.15pm

	61
	Next Meeting : Wednesday 15th May 2024 at 6pm


Chair ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date     ---------------------------------------------------------------

Bickleigh Parish Council 

