

BICKLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL (MID DEVON)

Clerk: John Vanderwolfe FSLCC Chartered MCIPD

johnvw@tiscali.co.uk     Mobile:  07715234959
Minutes of the Council Meeting held in the Bickleigh Village Hall on Tuesday 8 March  2022 commencing at 6pm
Present: Cllr’s C Williams, A Somerwill and C Ingles.
In Attendance: Mr J Vanderwolfe (Clerk) , Cllr M Squires and two members of the public.
	302
	Apologies

An apology had been received from Cllr Wright, which was accepted. Apology also received from Cllr R Deed.


	303
	Declarations of Interest

There were no Declarations of Interest under the Code of Conduct at this stage of the meeting


	304
	Minutes
The Minutes of the meeting held on the 11th January 2022 were adopted as a true record.


	305
	Matters Arising
There were no matters arising 

	306
	Public Period 
There was a question as to whether a planning application dating back to 2016 was still valid. The period deadline for commencing a planning application had changed from five to three years. 
There was a question as to whether Joan’s Orchard could be registered as a Community Asset. The clerk agreed to investigate this.

A request for a contribution towards the planting of snow drops would be looked at under the Jubilee item.



	307
	Village Communication

It was agreed that Facebook was now the best communication tool for getting information out to parishioners


	308
	Queen’s Platinum Jubilee

The chairman informed the meeting that there had been a good response to the idea of doing something for this historic event. A meeting would be held on the 22nd March with a number of organisations to come up with a programme of events. It was agreed to earmark £500 for this project. A payment of £50 for the planting of snow drops was agreed as the first to be allocated from this fund.

	309
	Accounts for Payment
The meeting discussed an invoice that had been received from the school for insurance cover and grass cutting in Joan’s Orchard. It was agreed that this invoice would be paid but that in future the council would only pay the contribution for the grass cutting and not the insurance.
It was noted that there had been a salary review by NALC backdated to April 2021.


	310
	Business Risk Assessment
Members felt that they were doing all in their power to ensure the possible business risks were either eliminated or reduced to an acceptable level. It was noted that the priority was now to sort the banking signatures out and be able to review statements on a regular basis.


	311
	Standing Orders and Financial Regulations 

The clerk would prepare draft documents for the May meeting  

	312
	Village Enhancement
The Chairman reported that he had recently met with Joe Williams, the S106 Officer. She had agreed that picnic tables and benches could be purchased for Joan’s Orchard now that a letter had been received from the owner of the land. It was felt that the area around the former telephone box could be enhanced and the changing facilities at the Recreation Ground improved.



	313
	Repairs and Renewals 

There was a need to try and recruit a replacement Parish Lengthsman to undertake some of the minor works in the parish. 


	314
	County Report 
Cllr M Squires stated that the Highways Advisory Committee were looking at placing interactive signs on the bridge. The County Council had conducted a consultation in Newton Abbott regarding having a blanket 20mph speed restriction throughout the parish, however the feedback form users was against this idea. Any parish can request that a 20mph speed restriction be looked at a specific places within their parish before the end of this month


	315
	MDDC Report 

 The District Council had agreed its budget for the forthcoming year and long with the Council tax charges for 2022/23.  Progress is being made at with the possible reopening of Cullompton railway station in 2025, some 61 years after its closure to passengers on the 5th October 1964.


	316
	Casual Vacancy
The person who had shown interest in joining the council was found not to be eligible because he had not lived, owned property or worked in the parish for the minimum period of 12 months required under the Local Government Act 1972


	317
	Annual Parish Meeting
It was agreed that this would be held on the 10th May at 6pm; and would be followed by the Annual Council Meeting. It was hoped to have a speaker of Climate Emergency and the Weir at this meeting. It was also agreed that some cheese and wine would be offered so that the meeting could be seen as more of a social occasion.

	318
	Climate Emergency
This item to be dealt with in more detail at the Annual Parish Meeting in May

	319
	Next Meeting 
Annual Parish Meeting on the 10th May at 6pm, followed by the Annual Council Meeting.
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