

BICKLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL (MID DEVON)

Clerk: John Vanderwolfe FSLCC Chartered MCIPD

johnvw@tiscali.co.uk     Mobile:  07715234959
Minutes of a Council Meeting held on Tuesday 8th July 2025 at the Bickleigh Village Hall, commencing at 6pm
Present: Cllr’s G Lock (Chair), A Somerwill, C Wolfenden and L Deprieelle
In Attendance:   The Clerk, Mr J Vanderwolfe  and Councillor R Roberts (Mid Devon District Council) 
	156

	Apologies 
Cllr M Wright. Cllr S Keable (Devon County Council)

	157
	Declaration of Interest under the Code of Conduct
No declarations under the Code of Conduct were made at this stage of the meeting

	158
	Minutes  
The Minutes of the meeting held on the 13th May 2025, including the special meeting, having previously been circulated, were adopted as a true record; and were signed by the chair. 

	159
	Matters  Arising 

There were no matters arising,

	160
	Public Period
No issues

	161
	Community Engagement
Cllr Somerwill had attended a meeting of the Playfield on the 11th June. Sadly, Bickleigh Football Club has ceased, however the grounds are being used by the Tiverton Twyford Football Club on a regular basis. The committee do not have a great deal of reserves in their funds. They are trying to sell publicity space in the field, and are also exploring the possibility of having car boot sales. They recently had a tractor stolen.

 Cllr Deprieelle would like someone from their committee to be involved with the allotment scheme. She has now been given the details of the MDDC Section 106 officer. Cllr Deprieelle will put forward quotations for the allotment garden, and arrange a meeting with interested parties 
Cllr Deprieelle had attended a meeting of the village hall committee. 
An advert would be put in the magazine informing groups of the availability of grants. The maximum grant would be £200.

	162
	County and District Reports
Cllr S Keable, our County Councillor had submitted a report. Cllr Wolfenden was concerned about cuts to residential places for children in care, and will email her question to Cllr Keable.
Cllr Roberts informed the meeting that MDDC were conducting a ‘lets talk’ survey to discover what the public would like to see in relation to the reorganisation of local authorities in Devon. He went on to say that a submission must be made by the present local authorities to the Government by November. He also stated that to date Devon County Council had not put forward a proposal. 
The over payment of social rents by tenants could cost the council up to 1.8 million pounds in refunds. Such refunds are difficult to calculate. Economy grants are available, with full details being shown on the MDDC website. There are a number of training activities available, both face to face and on-line.  He concluded his report by making reference to a controversial housing development in Tiverton for up to 100 homes, which had recently been approved by the Planning Inspector in spite of a wave of opposition.

	163
	Accounts for Payment and Financial Update
Details of income and expenditure were circulated. On the 7th July the main account stood at £6,954.57 and the Investment Account had £3,456.98; therefore, total financial assets were £10,411.55.

Following accounts were ratified: Bickleigh Village Hall £68.00, Bickleigh Football Club £500.00, Devon Association Local Councils £115.61 and Paul Slaughter £480.00.
The clerk confirmed he had been paid up to end of June. Santander had provided £500 compensation for all the inconvenience caused by the putting a block on payments.

	164
	Joan’s   Orchard
The solicitor needs more details from the owners of the site before they can move forward with the transfer of the land.

	165
	Clerks Vacancy

Resolved to appoint Tracey Watkins as clerk and Responsible Financial  Officer from the 4th August 2025. John Vanderwolfe would remain in post until the end of August. He would arrange a handover with Tracey during August.

	166
	Repairs, Renewals, Lengthsman and Section 106

Our lengthsman has a number of projects including the repair to the gate to Joan’s Orchard

	167
	Correspondence

Correspondence is emailed out as appropriate 

	168
	Next Meeting: Tuesday 9th September  2025 at 6pm



Chair ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date     ---------------------------------------------------------------

Bickleigh Parish Council 

