

BICKLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL (MID DEVON)

Clerk: John Vanderwolfe FSLCC Chartered MCIPD

johnvw@tiscali.co.uk     Mobile:  07715234959
Minutes of the Council Meeting held in the Bickleigh Village Hall on Tuesday 12th July 2022 commencing at 6pm
Present: Cllr’s C Williams, M Wright, A Somerwill,  C Ingles and C Lea
In Attendance: Mr J Vanderwolfe (Clerk), Cllr M Squires, Cllr R Deed and five members of the public
The chairman welcomed Cllr C Lea to her first meeting. The Clerk confirmed that she had made her Declaration of Acceptance of Office to him prior to the commencement of the meeting.
	340
	Apologies

No apologies received


	341
	Declarations of Interest

Cllr C Lea declared a pecuniary interest in planning application 22/00292/House as this was her property. Cllr C Ingles declared a pecuniary interest in planning application 22/00292/House as he was the next door neighbour. Both declared that they would leave the meeting prior to any discussions on the matter taking place.


	342
	Minutes
The Minutes of the meeting held on the 10th May 2022 were adopted as a true record.


	343
	Matters Arising
Cllr Lea stated that the footpath by the church needed attention. Our Hon. Rights of Way Warden agreed to deal with this
Mr Maynard had left the area therefore a new trustee was required for the Bickleigh Charities.

	344
	Internal Auditor’s Report 
The Internal Auditors report had been circulated prior to the meeting and was agreed. The clerk informed the meeting that the External Auditor had been sent the Exemption Certificate; and receipt had been acknowledged.


	345
	Accounts For Payment: Following accounts were ratified: No Butts £5388.00, Taylor’s Trees £54.50, RBL £144.99, CPRE £35.00, DALC £56.67, C Williams £47.02, Jubilee Committee £143.21, Village Hall £88.00, Cleave Barton £31.16, Ventrus £1189.26, A Somerwill £111.44, Mr James £12.00.


	346
	Public Period 
The Head Teacher from the school was in attendance and spoke of a number of highway safety issues that occur prior to the start of the school day, and at the end of the school day. He was hoping that some solutions could be found to solve these problems. It was understood that Bell Meadow road was owned by MDDC, but that it was not an adopted highway. Whilst road markings might be introduced they would be of little use unless they could be enforced. It was felt that the village hall might be used to park the shuttle bus. There were also problems on the approach road due to parking of vehicles, which meant walkers had to walk well out into the road.
Two residents spoke about their quest to try and reduce the climate footprint within the parish. They asked whether the parish council could provide allotments. The clerk informed the meeting that if six residents requested an allotment the parish councils were under a duty to investigate the possibility of seeking such a facility. One of the residents stated that she was thinking more of a community allotment, possibly beside the recreation grounds. She was also keen on having a wild meadow area in the parish.


	347
	County and District Council Reports

Cllr Squires stated that the County Council was looking at a large hole in their budget, and would need to look carefully at further budgets for the forthcoming years. 
Cllr R Deed stated that MDDC were suffering for increased costs and difficulties in recruiting and retaining staff. Leisure services like the swimming pool were a discretionary service, and were costing the council far more than the revenue received for running them. He felt that some difficult decisions may need to be made in the future to save costs.



	348
	Road Safety Issues in the Parish

It was agreed that the clerk would write to Cllr Squires requesting that the Devon County Council Safety Officer visited the village, with a view to offering some possible solutions.

	349
	Section 106
Cllr Williams stated that he was still working on this project.


	350
	Repairs and Renewals 

Cllr Williams reported that MDDC were willing to re-site the dog bin but needed t know the actual location we required.


	351
	Correspondence 
Nil

	352
	Planning 

22/00292/House Castle View, Bickleigh: Erection of single storey extension and construction of terrace following removal of existing conservatory. No objections.


	353
	Next Meeting 
Tuesday 13th September 2022 at 6pm
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