

BICKLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL (MID DEVON)

Clerk: John Vanderwolfe FSLCC Chartered MCIPD

johnvw@tiscali.co.uk     Mobile:  07715234959
Minutes of a Council Meeting held on Tuesday 11th February 2025 at the Bickleigh Village Hall, commencing at 6pm
Present: Cllr’s G Lock (Chair), M Wright, C Wolfenden and G Lock
In Attendance:   Cllr M Squires (Devon County Council), Cllr R Roberts (Mid Devon District Council) and one member of the public.
	123

	Apologies 
Cllr L Deprieelle and Cllr A Somerwill

	124
	Declaration of Interest under the Code of Conduct
No declarations under the Code of Conduct were made at this stage of the meeting

	125
	Minutes  
The Minutes of the meeting held on the 10th December 2024, having previously been circulated, were adopted as a true record; and were signed by the chair. 

	126
	Mattes Arising 

Cllr Wolfenden reported that Mr Luffman was happy for people to access the gate at the recreation ground. Cllr Wolfenden will contact chairman of the recreation grounds regarding clearance work. Once agreed council can deal with the gate and signage.

	127
	Public Period 

No issues

	128
	Community Engagement

No items

	129
	County and District Reports
 Cllr M Squires informed the meeting that she would not be standing again in the forthcoming Devon County Council election to be held in May. A great deal of time has been spend looking at the budget from April 2025. She was disappointed that the rural services grant had been removed. The HATOC meeting will discuss the placing of yellow line in Bell Meadow. It is understood that MDDC have an objection to this order.
Cllr R Roberts informed the meeting that the Government were pushing Devon becoming a Unitary Authority. He felt that this would probably come into place from May 2027. He stated that proposals had to be submitted by the end of March, with a decision on how things would be set up being made by November. He was concerned for the services that would be available from representatives in rural communities under the new arrangements.  Cllr Roberts would follow up on the letter to enforcement regarding the building in Church Green.

	130
	Accounts for Payment and Payment Process
Accounts for Payment: South Western Ambulance Service NHS Foundation Trust £2,160. The Bickleigh Village Hall had amended their invoice to £176.00. There would also be an additional invoice from them for £56.00 for hire of the hall.
£5k had been transferred to the interest account. Total Financial Assets as of 12/2/25 were £13, 077.79

	131
	Annual Business Risk Assessment Review 
Members had been circulated with the risk assessment prior to the meeting. Members agreed that they had done all in their power to ensure that the business risks of the council were kept to an acceptable minimum level

	132
	Planning 
25/00119/Full Old Court Workshop, Bickleigh: Conversion of workshop to self-build dwelling with alterations, first floor extension and associated site works utilising Class MA fallback position (24/01275/PNCOU). Members voted to support this application.

	133
	Joan’s   Orchard
This is still work in progress

	134
	Update on Repairs/renewals/Lengthsman/Highways and Section 106
It is understood that the Lengthsman has undertaken some works in the parish. The clerk stated that he was still awaiting an invoice for work undertaken by him. We are signed up to the Road Warden Scheme. The clerk would ask Devon County Council when the training would be made available.

	135
	Clerk’s Retirement 

The clerk informed the meeting that he would be retiring from his full-time position in Tiverton at the end of April, therefore, because he lived in East Devon, he would need to vacate this position during the year, as it would not be cost effective to travel 30 miles for a meeting. He would arrange for the end of the year accounts to be finalised by the May meeting. He stated that he would be willing to stay on for the July meeting. Councillors would need to consider if they wished to replace the clerk or undertaken the position internally. Clerk would provide some details so that a decision could be made.


	136
	Correspondence

Correspondence is emailed out as appropriate 

	137
	Next Meeting: Tuesday 13th May 2025 at 6pm. It was agreed that there would be a council meeting on the 8th July 2025. 



Chair ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date     ---------------------------------------------------------------

Bickleigh Parish Council 

