

BICKLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL (MID DEVON)

Clerk: John Vanderwolfe FSLCC Chartered MCIPD

johnvw@tiscali.co.uk     Mobile:  07715234959
Minutes of the Council Meeting held virtually (Zoom) on the 9th February 2021  commencing at 6pm.
Present: Cllr’s M Turner (Chairperson), M Wright, C Williams and A Somerwill.
In Attendance: Mr J Vanderwolfe (Clerk) and Cllr M Squires
	192
	Apologies

An apology had been received from Cllr R Deed, which was accepted


	193
	Declarations of Interest

Cllr M Wright declared a prejudicial interest in an appeal being made against the refusal of MDDC to grant planning permission on his property. He would leave the meeting prior to that item being discussed.


	194
	Minutes
The Minutes of the meeting held on the 8th December 2020, having been previously circulated, were adopted as read.


	195
	Matters Arising
The armbands for the school had been distributed to the school just before lockdown.

	196
	Democratic Period 

No items



	197
	Accounts for Payment

Agreed to pay Mr Maynard £285. Payment of salaries noted.


	198
	Financial Update
An updated income and expenditure report had been circulated, and was agreed.

	199
	Repairs and Renewals 
Cllr M Wright reported that due to lockdown no progress had been made on the renovation of the former telephone box.

	200
	County Council Report
Cllr Squire informed the meeting that the county council was at present preparing the budgets for the next financial year. Due to substantial increase in both social services and children’s services it is likely that there will be an increase of just under 5%. She had arranged a meeting with Steve Tucker, our highway officer, and Cllr Williams to look at some of the drainage issues in the parish. 

	201
	District Council Report
Mid Devon District Council's Cabinet met on Thursday 4th February with a full Agenda, mainly concerned with money.  There was so much business to be conducted this month that half the items have been deferred to an additional Cabinet meeting on 18th February.  Notwithstanding, the meeting on the 4th last four and a quarter hours.

The Council's Budget for 2021/2022 was agreed.  By law there needs to be a balanced budget.  You will recall that MDDC started with a £3 million deficit, which has been whittled down to £386,000.  This sum will be taken from the New Homes Bonus reserve - ergo we have a balanced budget.  However, in the next three months, or so, the Cabinet will look at ways to reinstate the reserves and, additionally, seek savings towards the anticipated budget deficit for 2022/2023 of some £2 million.  Additionally, the Grants figures to external bodies remain the same for 2021/2022 but will be looked at, in toto, with a view to giving recipients a figure for the next three years, to assist them with their budgeting.  Local Authorities used to have the benefit of knowing their annual settlements from government a few years in advance but recently and for 2021/2022, MDDC have only a one-year settlement figure.

The Budget now goes forward to Full Council, on Wednesday 24th February, for approval.  



	202
	Covid-19 Assistance
The clerk stated that the Tiverton Town Council Covid-19 Working Party were concerned that the information about the various forms of assistance available to people was possibly not getting to some people who might benefit. Cllr Williams and Cllr Somerwill both felt that those who might wish to use the services had been made aware of how to contact organisations if required. The clerk stated that CHAT was the main organisation involved within Tiverton.

	203
	Highways
Concerns were raised regarding the missing bridge on footpath 4. The clerk would contact the Public Rights of Way section at Devon County Council requesting that the bridge is reinstated as soon as possible. He informed members that there was a scheme know as Parish Paths Partnership, or P3, which provided funds towards the upkeep of rights of way. Funding required the annual inspection of all paths within the parish. He would enquire as to whether the parish could join this scheme. 
Cllr Williams informed the meeting that our lengthsman had undertaken a great deal of drainage works in the parish recently. He was also looking forward to the highways on site meeting in the morning.  The chairman thanked him for his efforts


	204
	Planning 

20/021120/House Bickleigh House, Bickleigh: Rebuilding of walls and widening of entrance doorway. ( Also 20/02121/LBC ). Members were satisfied with the rebuilding of the walls aspect of the application but were concerned as to whether the proposed widening of the entrance doorway might have an adverse effect on the property.
Concerns were expressed at the large number of trees being lost within the parish. Members were often unclear as to which trees had TPO’s on them. The clerk explained that any tree works within a Conservation Area required planning permission. He would ask the planning department if they had a map of the TPO’s within the parish.



	205
	Determinations
Nil 


	206
	Correspondence

An appeal had been registered in respect of MDDC’s refusal to grant permission to an application for Cleave Barton. Cllr Wright had left the meeting prior to any discussions taking place.  It was noted that the councils’ original comments would be taken into account by the inspector and that there was therefore no requirement to make any further comments on the matter.

	207
	Items of Urgency

Nil 


	208
	Next Meeting 

There being no further business the chairman declared the meeting closed at 6.55pm

The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 9th March 2021


I
Chair ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date     ---------------------------------------------------------------

Bickleigh Parish Council 

