

BICKLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL (MID DEVON)

Clerk: John Vanderwolfe FSLCC Chartered MCIPD

johnvw@tiscali.co.uk     Mobile:  07715234959
Minutes of a Council Meeting held on Tuesday 10th December 2024 at the Bickleigh Village Hall, commencing at 6pm
Present: Cllr’s A Somerwill (Chair), M Wright, C Wolfenden and G Lock
In Attendance:   Cllr M Squires (Devon County Council) 
	110

	Apologies 
Cllr L Deprieelle, Cllr R Roberts (MDDC), Mr J Vanderwolfe 

	111
	Declaration of Interest under the Code of Conduct
Cllr Wright declared an interest in an invoice being paid to him.
Cllr A Somerwill declared a pecuniary interest in the planning application being looked at this evening. She would leave the meeting prior to any discussion on this application taking place.

	112
	Minutes  
The Minutes of the meeting held on the 8th October 2024, having previously been circulated, were adopted as a true record; and were signed by the chair. 

	113
	Public Period 

A parishioner raised concerns about traffic using the Bickleigh Mill slip road as a cut through to get around traffic on A39. It was suggested that better signage could be put in place.

	114
	Community Engagement

Arrangements in hand for Christmas decorations, with some being made by the school
Cllr Lock had attended the Remembrance Day service on behalf of the council
Cllr Wolfenden had attended the Bickleigh Charity meeting. Please inform her if you know of parishioner experiencing financial hardship.

Cllr Wolfenden had made contact with Mr White regarding opening up the back corner of the recreation grounds. He had responded by stating that the management committee would , in principle, have no objection to this request providing dogs are kept on leads and dog fouling is controlled. It would seem that any changes to  the gate would need the permission of Mr Luffman.

	115
	County and District Reports
 Cllr Squires informed the meeting the HATOC committee had agreed to the placing of yellow lines in Bell Meadow near to the school. The chair asked he to report that the village sign has once again been knocked down, and will need replacing.

	116
	Accounts for Payment and Payment Process
The on-line banking has now been sorted, and following a complaint Santander has provided £150 compensation. As at the 9th December the main account stood at £12,594.70, with the savings account showing a balance of £2413.60. 
The following accounts are due for payment: Bickleigh Village Hall £20.00, C Wolfenden £32.74. Bickleigh History Group £43.Bickleigh Village Hall (arrears of rent) £150.00 and Cleve Barton Partnership £112.66
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	Budget and Precept Setting for 2025/26
The clerk had prepared a draft budget and suggested precept demand for the year commencing 1st April 2025. The agreed budget will be £5769 with a precept demand of £5200. The D rate will be £43.26 per year; an increase of £2.84.
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	Planning 
24/01751/CAT Shute Bickleigh: Notification of intention to reduce the height and diameter to one Cherry tree to 7m within the Conservation Area. Support.
Concerns raised in relation to a development by the village Green. Agreed that a letter would be sent to MDDC Planning Enforcement requesting them to look into the matter
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	Joan’s   Orchard
The chair had sent out another letter to all parties concerned, but to date had not received a response. 
Tree damage had been cleared by Cllr Wright
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	Update on Repairs/renewals/Lengthsman/Highways and Section 106
The Lengthsman had completed 8 hours in October. Gritbins were reported as being full at present. Section 106 funds could possibly be used to repair kissing gate.
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	Correspondence
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	Next Meeting : Tuesday 11th February 2025 at 6pm



Chair ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date     ---------------------------------------------------------------

Bickleigh Parish Council 

