

BICKLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL (MID DEVON)

Clerk: John Vanderwolfe FSLCC Chartered MCIPD

johnvw@tiscali.co.uk     Mobile:  07715234959
Minutes of the Council meeting held on Tuesday 12th December 2023 at the Bickleigh Village Hall
Present: Cllr’s A Somerwill (Chair), L Deprieelle, G Lock, M Wright and C Wolfenden Note as chairman was late due to work commitments the meeting was chaired  by Cllr Lock.
In Attendance:  Clerk (Mr J Vanderwolfe) and Cllr R Roberts (MDDC)
	29
	Apologies 
Cllr M Squires had  sent an apology

	30
	Declaration of Interest under the Code of Conduct
No Declarations of Interest were made at this stage of the meeting.

	31
	Minutes
The Minutes of the meeting held on the 10th 2023 were adopted as a true record; and signed by the chairman. Noted that the header was incorrect on the minutes previously sent out, but that the master copy had been corrected.

	32
	Matters Arising
There was still one form that needed to be signed by the former signatures on the bank mandate. Cllr Lock agreed to deal with this and pass the form onto the clerk. 
The parish council details on the MDDC website were still out of date. The clerk informed the meeting that he had informed the officer responsible for this, but would contact him again. 

	33
	Public Period 

No questions were asked.

	34
	County and District Reports
No County report had been received. 
Cllr Rees congratulated the members of the council for forming a new council recently. He had received correspondence from a resident in Bell Meadow regarding parking problems. The 3 Rivers development project in Tiverton and Bampton had left the district council with substantial losses, which will need to be written off. 
There is a review of polling stations being undertaken at present. Cullompton is due for rapid expansion over the next few year, including a Culm Valley village on the Honiton Road. The Junction 28 on the M5 will need to be altered. The railway station at Cullompton is planned to be reopened in the future.  There is a community fund available for local projects. Zoe Lentell is the officer responsible for administrating this.

	35
	Accounts for Payment: Following accounts were ratified: Royal British Legion £20 and Homebase £82.50. Noted that there had been a salary increase which was backdated to the 1st April 2023.

	36
	Defibrillator Contact Renewal 

The clerk explained that the defibrillator is hired from the Ambulance Service, who are responsible for maintenance and insurance. Whilst there may be cheaper purchase options available, the responsibility would then lay with the council for renewal of batteries, pads and any damage done. Resolved to renew the contract for another three years. It is understood that the cost will be £1,800.

	37
	Budget and Precept 2024/25

The clerk had prepared a draft budget for consideration at the meeting. Members felt that more funds should be requested from MDDC to take account of inflation and additional costs that may occur during the year. Resolved that the budget be set at £6690 and that the Precept demand from MDDC be £4900. 

	38
	Planni23/01831/CAT The Willows, Bickleigh: Reduce crown of 1 Crab Apple by 2m and fell 2 Cherry trees in the Conservation Area. Members offered no objections to the proposed works. 

	39
	Allotment Provision 

Cllr L Deprieelle had requested this item be placed onto the agenda. She was hoping to set up, if permission could be given, a community allotment. She would report back any progress at a future meeting.

	40
	Janes Orchard
The clerk stated that he had not received any correspondence regarding the hopeful transfer of land to the parish council. He informed members that he needed the letter of expression to transfer before he could proceed any further. The chairman agreed to speak with the owners and move this item on early in the new year.

	41
	Update on Repairs/renewals/Lengthsman/Highways and Section 106
The village hall committee were happy for the planters to be located on the entrance to the hall providing they were maintained by the parish council. This would be discussed in more detail at the next meeting. 
Cllr Wright was thanked for purchasing and fixing the Christmas decorations. 
Concerns were raised again about the poor state of a number of drains in the parish, which were blocked, and could cause flooding. The clerk would pass this on again to our county councillor. 

Salt bins had been checked and a request made for them to be refilled where necessary. 

It seems unlikely that we will get a local person to come forward to hold the position of parish Lengthsman, therefore it will be necessary to use local contractors. Such contractors would need to hold the relevant qualifications and adequate insurance cover. 

One of the speed restriction signs in the village had recently been replaced, however, sadly a 30mph sign was now shown, where the speed restriction should actually be 20mph. The clerk would inform our County Councillor about this error.

	42
	Correspondence 

Nil

	43
	Community

All  that attended the community meeting, which had taken place at the end of the last council meeting, agreed that the meeting had been very positive, with some very good points raised. The chairman had run a session with children from the local school, which had also proved to be very useful and interesting. Some of the children had produced poster showing some of the items they felt needed to be undertaken in the parish. One of the items raised was the formation of a litter group, to reduce the amount of litter in the village. 

	444
	Next Meeting : Tuesday 13th February 2024 at 6pm


Chair ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date     ---------------------------------------------------------------

Bickleigh Parish Council 

