

BICKLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL (MID DEVON)

Clerk: John Vanderwolfe FSLCC Chartered MCIPD

johnvw@tiscali.co.uk     Mobile:  07715234959
Minutes of the Council Meeting held at the Bickleigh Village Hall on Tuesday 12th November 2019, commencing at 7pm
Present: Cllr’s M Turner (Chairperson ), M Wright, C Williams and A Somerwill

In Attendance: Mr J Vanderwolfe (Clerk), Cllr M Squires and three members of the public.
	032
	Apologies

An apology was received from Cllr R Deed. Agreed to accept this apology


	033
	Minutes
The Minutes of the meeting held on the 2nd October 2019 were adopted as a true record; and were signed by the chairperson.


	034
	Matters Arising
There was a query as to whether the present traffic cones beside Bell Meadow could be replaced by double yellow lines. Cllr Squires stated that as it was understood that this road was not an adopted highway this would probably not be possible. Agreed that the np waiting situation near to the school would be an agenda item for the December meeting The clerk informed the meeting that he had received notification from MDDC to say that they had decided not to determine planning application 19/01472/OUT because it was almost identical to the application that was at present being dealt with by the Inspector under the appeals procedure.


	035
	Democratic Period 
There were no questions or statements made under this heading. 


	036
	Planning
There were no planning applications to be dealt with at this meeting



	037
	Accounts for Payment 
The following accounts were agreed for payment: MDDC (Elections) £107.35, Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal £20.00. 


	038
	Section 106

Cllr’s Wright and Williams were still looking into this situation and would update the meeting when more information was available


	039
	Former Telephone Box
It was resolved that he former telephone box was an asset to the village and should be retained.  It was agreed that the building would be repaired and then used as a library. Although it had proved difficult to get someone to undertake the repairs in the past a person interested in undertaking the work had now been found. Agreed that a budget of £3,000 be set aside for returning this building to its former glory. 


	040
	Notice Boards 
Agreed that the notice board by the former telephone box would be the one used for official council notices including the agenda and minutes. There are two other notice boards within the parish, both of which are in a poor state of repair. It was agreed that these would be replaced by one noticeboard which would be for local village use. Because of this it would not be locked, but would be inspected from time to time so that out of date information could be removed. Agreed that costings would be found for the replacement of noticeboard.


	041
	Snow Warden Scheme
The clerk explained that he had spoken with the DCC highway officer who was keen that Bickleigh signed up if possible to the Snow Warden Scheme. He went on to explain that whilst the main road from Tiverton to Exeter would be salted as part of the highway scheme, the minor roads within the parish would not, therefore the snow warden would ensure that the gritbins were kept topped up and could liaise possibly with a local farmer to ensure that essential roads were kept, as far as possible, clear during periods of severe adverse weather conditions. Agreed that a suitable article would be prepared by the clerk for inclusion in the parish magazine seeking a volunteer for this position.



	042
	Parish Lengthsman 
The clerk explained that many of the rural parishes were employing a parish Lengthsman to undertake works on the minor roads within their parishes. This person could deal with blocked drains and gullies, and if they went on the training course, could also undertake minor pothole repairs.  The contractor would need to have their own insurance and to undertake the Chapter 8 course, which deals with health and safety issues on the highway, including signage. All agreed that this would be a very useful thing to have in place. A suitable advert would be placed in the parish magazine.



	043
	Bickleigh Benevolent Fund

Cllr C Williams agreed to be the parish council’s representative on this trust.



	044
	Citizens Advice

A request had been made for funding from this organisation which serves the local area. They provide a service based at the Tiverton Town Hall on Mondays, Thursdays and Fridays. Resolved to provide a grant of £50.


	045
	Closing of Meeting
The meeting was closed at 7.45pm


	046
	Next Meeting 

The next meeting would be held on Tuesday 10th December at 7pm/
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