

BICKLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL (MID DEVON)

Clerk: John Vanderwolfe FSLCC Chartered MCIPD

johnvw@tiscali.co.uk     Mobile:  07715234959
Minutes of the Council Meeting held at the Bickleigh Village Hall on Wednesday 2nd October 2019, commencing at 7.30pm

Present: Cllr’s M Turner (Chairman), M Wright, C Williams and A Somerwill

In Attendance: Mr J Vanderwolfe (Clerk) and 14 members of the public.

	019
	Apologies

An apology had been received from Cllr B Deed due to other council commitments. Agreed to accept this apology. An apology was also received from County Councillor M Squires, which was noted. She had also forwarded a report which had been circulated



	020
	Minutes

The Minutes of the meeting held on the 4th September 2019, having been previously circulated, were adopted as a true record; and were signed by the chairman.



	021
	Matters Arising

There were no matters arising.



	022
	Democratic Period

A parishioner asked whether the Council would consider providing a grant for the upkeep of the churchyard. The clerk asked if the churchyard was open or closed, to which he was informed it was an open churchyard. Agreed that the Parochial Church council would write formally to the Council so that this item could be considered.

A parishioner referred to the parking problems which had been discussed at the previous meeting. She stated that she was awaiting a date for interested parties to meet and would keep the Council updated with any progress. 

A parishioner spoke about drain problems in Bickley Hill. Some photographs would be forwarded to the clerk so that he could contact the highway authority. 

There was some confusion amongst people living near to the proposed development opposite to Highfield. The original application had been turned down by the planning authority and letters had been received informing them that the applicant was going to appeal. The revised application, which was to be dealt with by the parish council this evening had therefore come somewhat as a surprise. The clerk confirmed that any comments previously sent in regarding the former application would be considered by the Inspector dealing with the appeal, however, one would need to submit any comments regarding this application to the planning authority. Members of the public felt that there was very little difference between the original application and this one, other than some slight access changes. The general feeling was that the comments made against the original application were still valid and they urged the council to not support the application. 

A parishioner spoke about the way in which MDDC deals with complaints and was informed by the clerk that Cllr Chris Daw, a Tiverton District Councillor had been given the remit to look into hoe each department deals with complaints and negative feedback. 

	023
	Election of Vice-Chairman

Cllr M Wright was elected as Vice-chairman of the Council for the remainder of the Civic year.



	024
	Planning 
19/01472 /Out NGR 294119 106891 Land adjacent to Highfield, Bickleigh: Outline for the erection of 7 dwellings with new access (Revised Scheme

There would seem to be very little revision on this application to the one refused by the planning authority (18/007350/OUT). The applicant seeks to build in an area which does not have a settlement limit and is therefore in conflict with Policies COR1, COR12 and COR18 of the MDDC Core Strategy Plan. And the National Framework. The Parish Council cannot see any benefits of this scheme to outweigh the possible adverse lasting impact on the character and appearance of a group of listed buildings to the east of the proposed development. The proposal also lies within a Conservation Area.The Parish Council also considers that the proposed outline development does not represent sustainable development and would have a detrimental impact on the historic and natural environment of the area. The Parish Council is further concerned about the proposed vehicular access and its associated visibility splay. For the reasons outlined above Bickleigh Parish Council is unable to support this application and recommends refusal 

19/01420/ House Lower Brithayes,  Silverton: Erection of a porch and first floor extension with balcony. The Parish Council supports this application. 



	025
	Accounts for Payment 

The following accounts were agreed for payment: Salaries £286 (22054) & Zurich Insurance £215.66 (22055).



	026
	Section 106

Cllr Wright and Cllr C Williams informed the meeting that there had been a very useful meeting with Jo Williams, the Section 106 officer. She had confirmed that the pot of money in the old S106 fund could only be used for open space projects. She had confirmed that the telephone box restoration would not comply with this. The local community would be involved in saying what projects could be involved with the money. The point however was made that this funding was also open to being used by other parishes In the area on a first come, first served basis. There were however S106 funds that had been earmarked for specific locations In the parish; and could therefore only be used for those locations. The point was also made that if these funds were not used, after some time the developer could seek to have the money refunded. 



	027
	Former Telephone Box

The clerk had contacted BT to establish whether the former telephone box had been adopted, and was waiting for a response. He could not find the adoption in the minute book, but had found mention that the telephone box should be repaired. It was agreed that once this fact had been established the phone box should be repaired and some thought given to its future use.



	028
	Matter of Urgency

Nil 



	029
	Correspondence

A letter from Citizen Advice had been received too late to be an agenda item, and will therefore appear on the November agenda.



	030
	Frequency of Future Meetings

After some discussion it was agreed that future meetings would be held on the second Tuesday in the month commencing at 7pm.  It was further agreed that meetings would not be held in the months of January and August.



	031
	Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 12th November 2019 at 7pm



Bickleigh Parish Council 

