

BICKLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL (MID DEVON)

Clerk: John Vanderwolfe FSLCC Chartered MCIPD

johnvw@tiscali.co.uk     Mobile:  07715234959
Minutes of the Council Meeting held at the Bickleigh Village Hall on Wednesday 4th September 2019, commencing at 7.30pm

Present: Cllr’s M Turner (Chairman), B Deed, M Wright and A Somerwill

In Attendance: Mr J Vanderwolfe (Clerk), Cllr M Squires (Devon County Council) and 11 members of the public

	001
	Declaration of acceptance of office

The clerk informed the meeting that all the elected members present had signed their Declarations of Acceptance of Office. Cllr C Williams will need to arrange to do his declaration with the clerk prior to the next meeting.



	002
	Chairman and Vice –Chairman

Cllr Deed informed the meeting that whilst he had been elected as a parish councillor he felt that one of the newly elected councillors should become Chairman. He proposed that Cllr Turner be elected as chairman. This was seconded by Cllr Somerwill. There were no other nominations; therefore Cllr Turner was duly elected. She then made her Declaration of Acceptance of Office; witnessed by the Responsible Officer.

It was agreed not to elect a vice chairman at this time.

	003
	Apologies

An apology had been received from Cllr C Williams due to being away. Resolved to accept this apology



	004
	Minutes

The Minutes of the meeting held on the 30th July, having been circulated prior to the meeting, were adopted as a true record; and were signed by the chairman.



	005
	Matters Arising

There were no matters arising.



	006
	Resignations 

Both Cllr’s Colethorpe and Squires had tendered their resignations as parish councils as there was no longer a requirement to have their assistance because the positions on the council had been filled. The chairman thanked them for their assistance.

	007
	Appointment of Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer

Mr J.F. Vanderwolfe was appointed as Clerk to the Council and Responsible financial Officer. He was thanked for his assistance.



	008
	General Power of Competence –Localism Act 2011

Resolved that having fulfilled the criteria required under the Localism Act 2011 that Bickleigh Parish Council adopts this power until May 2023. The motion was carried.



	009
	Democratic Period

A parishioner felt that the July minutes had not listed all her points raised in relation to Mid Devon District Council (MDDC). She was concerned not only about planning but the whole communication process of MDDC. She felt it was not meeting it’s laid down charter standards. She then informed the meeting that she had met with officers of that council and felt that her comments had been well received. A new customer development group had now been formed.

 A parishioner made reference to Cllr Deeds district council role and felt that he had failed to call in a planning application when requested to do so. Cllr Deed,  in his response  stated that there were  laid down criteria for calling in a planning application to then be dealt with by the planning committee, as opposed to being dealt with under delegated powers. He stated that he had called in many planning applications over the 12 years he had been a district councillor. 

A parishioner complained about the bad state of the road surface between Tiverton and Bickleigh. Cllr Squires stated that she had regular inspections with the Highway Officer and understood that some resurfacing work was on the timetable for the future. She then explained about the criteria for dealing with a pothole. It was, she pointed out, very important that road defects are reported using the DCC highway website. Another parishioner hoped that the new council would get improvements implemented to Bickleigh Bridge. It was noted that there is now a CCTV camera on the bridge. A comment was made about the inability of the blue light service to attend an incident during a road closure. It was pointed out that the blue light services are made aware of all scheduled road closure orders. A parishioner made mention of some parking difficulties on an access road between Bickleigh Mill and local residences. She felt the issue was escalating particularly during peak business period of an existing business. Inconsiderate parking was causing concern ad had an impact both for residence and emergency services. Cllr Squires was asked to look into this issue.

Some questions were asked in relation to the finances of the council with one parishioner feeling that the interest on the council’s financial assets were very low. Cllr Deed responded by stating that interest rates were very low at present and that the funds could not be placed in a long term investment account.  Both Cllr’s Deed and Wright commented that it would not be practical to place the councils’ funds in a long term investment as they required for the day to day running of the council as detailed in the budget.

Comments were made regarding the poor condition of the Trout Inn. This public house has been closed for some time and is deteriorating. Cllr Deed pointed out that whilst it was fully understood that the Bickley Bridge and Trout Inn are clearly impacting on this parish they are actually within the parish boundaries of Tiverton.



	010
	Authorised Signatures and On Line Banking 

Agreed that the authorised signatures would be Cllr’s Deed and Wright together with the Clerk. Agreed that On-line banking was the best way of paying accounts where possible. The detail of the procedures for operating the system would be laid out in the Financial Regulations.



	011
	Standing orders and Financial Regulations

The clerk would email out documents which can be tailored for this council. The Financial Regulations are a legal requirement. Standing orders are really vital for the smooth running of the council.



	012
	Planning 

A planning application had been received yesterday and therefore there had been insufficient time for councillors to look at it. It was agreed that they would look at the application and report back to the clerk by the 20th September 

The application reference is 19/01420/House and it is in respect of Lower Brithayes, Silverton for erection of a porch and first floor extension and balcony 



	013
	Determinations 

The meeting noted that 19/01070/ARM landscaping adjacent to the church had been approved.



	014
	Section 106 Funding 

There is an amount of £10,720.20 available for qualifying public open space projects under the pre 2015 legislation 

In addition to the above there is at present £3232 available for improvements to Jones Orchard and £4667 available for improvements to Bickleigh Recreation Grounds.  

The clerk would ask the S106 Officer for historic data on the two above applications and councillors would seek applications from others who might be eligible for funding,



	015
	Matter of Urgency

Nil 



	016
	Correspondence

Nil 



	017
	Closing of meeting

The meeting closed at 8.55pm 



	018
	Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 2nd October 2019 at 7.30pm




Bickleigh Parish Council 

