

BICKLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL (MID DEVON)

Clerk: John Vanderwolfe FSLCC Chartered MCIPD

johnvw@tiscali.co.uk     Mobile:  07715234959
Minutes of the Council Meeting held virtually (Zoom) on the 9th April  2021 ,  commencing at 6pm.
Present: Cllr’s M Turner (Chairperson), M Wright, C Williams, R Deed and A Somerwill.
In Attendance: Mr J Vanderwolfe (Clerk) and Cllr M Squires
It was noted and agreed that the meeting would be recorded
	225
	Apologies

Nil


	226
	Declarations of Interest

There were no Declarations of Interest under the Code of Conduct at this stage of the meeting


	227
	Minutes
The Minutes of the meeting held on the 9th March 2021, having been previously circulated, were adopted as read.


	228
	Matters Arising
The clerk informed the meeting that Devon County Council Rights of Way were delighted to learn that we wished to join their scheme and will prepare the necessary paperwork in due course. In the meantime, they had forwarded a copy of the rights of way within the parish. 

	229
	Democratic Period 
No items under this section 

	230
	Accounts for Payment

The meeting sanctioned a payment of £150 to Mr Maynard for works undertaken in the parish. The chair would ask the previous chairman for copies of balance statements or  obtain them from the bank


	231

	Repairs and Renewals 
Cllr M Wright reported that he had attempted to get hold of the contractor regarding the refurbishment of the former phone box on a number of occasions, but to no avail.
 

	232
	County Council Report
The chair thanked Cllr Squires for her assistance in dealing with the recent road closure issues. The works to the bridge had now been completed. Cllr’s Somerwill and Williams stated that they were not happy with the alterations, but understand it needs to be robust. There are more children in care than what there was at this time last year, and also Covid-19 has increased mental health problems. She also reported that there was a shortage of social workers which means that more agency staff must be employed. A recruit drive for social workers is ongoing at present. She concluded by informing the meeting that highway issues were a little behind on their schedule at the moment. Once again the point is made that highway issues like potholes should continue to be reported on the DCC Highways website. Cllr Williams informed Cllr Squires that there were concerns that the planned resurfacing works at Bickleigh Road would increase the level of the road surface, and could lead to possible flooding issues. The location is a house very close to the church

	233
	District Council Report
Cllr R Deed had forwarded a report to members prior to the meeting which was noted. He stated that under governance the present cabinet system had been in place for some 13 years and at a recent full council meeting, following a review, it was decided to continue with the present system. However, there will now be a public debate on the matter, which could lead to a referendum. There will be a public consultation on the number of dogs permitted in parks.  He then made mention in regard to the Government’s decision to not extend virtual meetings beyond the 7th May, and that a court decision is expected towards the end of April on that.


	234
	Highways
Work has been ongoing to restore the well. There has been a great deal of dumping around the area in the past. There is a need to put a gate on the front of the well. He stated that there were about five wells in the parish. There were some concerns over ownership of one of the wells. The clerk stated that if Land Registry state that the land is not registered then the parish council could apply to have that land registered in its name. This would mean that that land would become part of the assets of the council, and of course would protect the site for the future. It was agreed to give the clerk and Cllr Williams power to act to find out ownership, and, if able, register the land in the name of the parish council. Cllr Wright referred to an incident in which it is alleged that a young person nearly got knocked over because a car was trying to get ahead of a bus. Some people had suggested that speed bumps could be placed on the road, however it was thought that the road in question was not an adopted highway. Cllr Deed was concerned that a speed bump could result in a reckless driver losing control of their vehicle and suggested that the best idea would be the installation of some form of barrier. It was generally agreed that there was a need to establish who owned that part of the road before any actions could be taken.

	235
	Planning 
No planning applications had been forwarded for comment by this meeting 


	236
	Covid-19 Council Meetings
It was agreed that the May meeting would be pulled forward to the 4th May to enable it to be conducted via Zoom. The following meeting would then take place on the 13th July.


	237
	Next Meeting 
The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 4th May 2021 at 6pm. This will be a Zoom virtual meeting.


I
Chair ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date     ---------------------------------------------------------------

Bickleigh Parish Council 

